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Vhis  is  the  last  issue  of  the  "Inter  i  ir"  until  n^xt 
«a/.  As  was  stated  when  the  newsletter  was  st-irted 
last  year»  its  ourpose  is  to  keep  leoislJtors 
infortnGd  of  interim  activities*  Froir  rosDonsi:':.  we 
have  received*  we  believe  the  effort  has  hcen 
successful • 

We  enccurace  olj  and  new  leqislators  alike  to  stco 
bv  the  legislative  staff  offices  whenever  you  3r(^ 
in  Helena.  t.  i  1  I  draftinq  and  information  r=>Guests 
subrritted  early  are  mere  easily  filled  en  -i  tiirely 
oasis.  Keouests  may  ae  jrade  tw  rrail  or  talep?ton«=l 
Call  ^4S-3U6't-  and  ask  for  Dave  Cocley. 

rh«H  Joint  Kulos  Cornmittee  met  /^ith  n^wly  el'::'Ct^d 
leadership  folloivinq  the  Caucuses  on  Nov^jtiog  r  IL'. 
The  coiriuittee  recommended  adoption  of  3  nutr'ter  cf 
recomirendat  i  ons  to  facilitate  ooeration  of  the 
sess  i  on: 

(1)  Ifie  ruK:s  should  be  suspenced  on  thr 
first  day  of  the  session  to  allow  for  inTiedinte 
approval  cf  the  n.^w  code. 

(2)  The  second  day  cf  the  session  should  h-? 
reserved  for  orientation  of  nev,-  legislators  ind 
interns. 

(3)  ine  1  icislature  should  adopt  a  rule 
providing  that  u  leqislative  intent  statement  t( 
attached  to  a  bill  on  a  separate  sheet  of  piper. 
This  rule  would  imolenrert  the  Leqislativfi  History 
Act  oassed  in  ivrz.  (Ch.  560»  L.  19/7;  4i-t>19  -- 
43-5.22   k.Cs.   l,t/;   Title   5,  chanter  4.  nart  4, 

(4)  The  rul -s  should  be  chanced  to  provide 
for  bills  to  be  prepared  in  triplicate  rather  t^ian 
quaurupl icate. 

(3)  The  price  of  legislative  proceedings 
Should  be  increased  by  the  same  percentage  as  the 
increase  of  paper  prices. 

(6)   The  block  systoir  for   committee   jr.'^enings 


recofiJinended  by  tne  coP'ini  ttee  on  legislative 
irrpr overrent  should  bc:  aooptyd.  The  loadersni!>  ^r 
the  two  houses  shoulci  work  toofther  to  el  just 
coninr  i  tteos    to    a    olock    system. 
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Montari  3   coce    is    available    at    the 

i  v*   council   offices.   Each   le-jislator  is 

to  a  set  tree  of  charge.   Fecause   nor-taqe 

r^*   extr^nely  hi'jht  the  code  will  be  niiled 

those   leai slaters   so   request ino-    Tho 

•1   sets  for  leqislators  will  te  distributed 

uest  duriiva  the  loqislative  session.  Fl'^-ise 

ena  collect  44^-^06'4  and  ask   for   Cornelia 

want   y5ur   set  railed  to  you  prior  to  the 


I  he  code  will  ^;e  sold  to  state  an«i  local 
t^overoiTiental  agencies  for  SIOO  and  tc  tho  r"*"-J«'"- 
fcr  il20.  inis  price  includes  the  1979  Int-?rin 
Sufolement  to  tnv'  code. 


COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMEN 


Senr.tor   Jack  Gait  announced  tne  appointment  r.  r  the 
followinq  con'mittee  chairmen  in  the  Se-^ate: 

Aqriculture»  Livtstock*  anf  Irriqaticn  —  Jack 

Gait 

tiills    and    Journals    —    Harold    Oover 

tusiness    an.>    Industry    —    Frank    Haze  Ifcak^^r 

Corrmittee    on    tovnirii  ttees    —    Jack    Gait 

hducation    —    boo    brown 

financf.    and   Claims    —    ^att    Himsl 

t- i  so    and    Ga';*e    —    fcd    Smith 

Hiqnways    and    Transportation    —    Mark    Ftchart 

Judiciary    —    cverett    Lensink 

Labor    and    fcuioloy'f^ht    Relations    —    till    Lc-ie 

Legislative    Ad(P  i  ri  str  at  i  on    —    Allen    Kolst^t^ 

Local    Govermtsnt    —    George    McCalluir 

Natural    Resources    —    beor^.n    Roskie 

Public    Healthf    Welfar*^*       and      Safety      —       S./k, 

G  I  son 

Rules  —  :)t:*n  Stephens 

state  Administration  —  Pete  Story 

Taxation  —  Jean  Turnane 


Ho'ise   committee   chairmen   were   tc   re   annojnced 
<-icntiay»  Jeceinber  4f  too  late  for  inclusion  her  ^. 


LIBRARY 

SERVICES 

AVAILABLE 


Th:?  Legislative  Council  maintains  a  li^^rary 
ygar-round  as  an  onqoing  service  to  legislators  iv^ 
leqislative  staff.  The  liorary*  located  in  Koom 
lOIt  State  Capit..lt  has  a  special  collection  cf 
currently  useful  materials  desiqneo  tc  r;e-?t  tf.~ 
infcrmation  need*  of  legislators  and  legislative 
staff  inenoers- 


Services  prcvided  by  cur  librarian  include: 

i.   e>rovidiii-   all   types  of  library  materials 
on  loan; 


2.  ProviciJoq       a      ready-reference         anc         snct 
research    service; 

i«      Doi  n<;    sut)jGct    searches; 
t.       Preoarinq    b i c 1 i oqraphi g s ; 

3.  ;isse(rolinc       library    materials    r^l  ^t^^a    to    a 
spec  i  f  ic    suo ject; 

6m       Frcvidinfi         notification         to  i 

persons      when      nev      r.=<terials    in 
riolo    are    uiibl  i  shcf' ;     ^nd 

/.       HTovioia^  i  nf  or'iiat  ion         on         Ic 

rvferenco  services  offered  thr 
state         libraryt  other         steite 

librari-.vi»  and  the  libraries  th^t 
orT-ani  ZcfC  i  ons  like  the  Courcil 
Governn!  ?nts  • 
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Ih-'»  liorary  s'^rvice  will  provide  another  ij-^.f-ful 
tool  to  nelp  yc-.i  obtain  the  infcriration  ycj  n  '^(j» 
When  you  fiave  in  information  probleir*  let  us  Knew 
and  our  research  staff  and  1  ibrarian  will  cic  ?11  w> 
can    to    assist    yc-j* 


l/-4i  EKIK 


ITTti! 


REPORTS  TO 
BE  AVAILABLE 


All  legislators  >,:ould  hav^  received  a  checklisf  of 
intorim  committer  reports  that  will  be  evailiMe. 
'3e  sure  to  contact  the  Lecislative  Council  for  -ir/ 
reports  you  wis;.  to  receive*  The  reports  -<  i  1  I  b-^ 
sent  as  scon  as  t.iey  are  avail  :.bl€  after  printino 
nn  1  will  be  available  ^t  th«i  Lpqisl-itive 
Orientation  jess  ion  on  January  4. 


HUMAN 
SERVICES 


The  Interim  CoT.mir.tee  on  hujran  S^^rvices  met  en 
November  17  to  consider  ?  bill  to  transfer  control 
of  alcohol  ano  drug  abuse  ano  nental  health 
services  to  the  county  governirent  lev:il«  After 
careful  consideration  the  comiri  ttee  moved  that  the 
ai I  1  be  tabl ed. 


iihii£lliii^_4iy  !i£.ii  Ikil-Li  (liail  Xhi; 


MEETING 
HELD 


Th'!  Revenue  jv.rsicht  Comrritte-^  ir-^t  S  .'tiir^i^y » 
Nov'-Tt^er  11»  IMl  t  to  conclude  its  studies.  '."Titters 
approved    the    followinq    bills: 

(1)       ti    bill    to      sirrplify      and       strearrline       th-? 

existin*  property  tax       c 1  ass i f i c  U i cr 

syst^^m    ny: 

(a)  reducing;    the    nur.iber    of    classes       frcn 
2  >    to    10; 

(b)  qroupinq      sir.iilar       oropert/       in       the 
sasne    class;    3na 

(c)  establ  i  sh  i  n-^       tax       rates      b<^st^d         en 
-ATiOle    nurpbars    rather    than    fractions; 

( <-: )  a  bi  J  I  creatinq  a  fee  in  lieu  of  proD^rt/ 
tax  for  autoir.ob  i  1  es»  1  i  iht  trucks*  meter 
hotTiGS*  travel  trailers*  caiTners. 


Dctcr  eye  1  est    and    snc-smoL  il  es  ; 
(3)       a       bin       p  rev  i  din.;       for       a       new    Techod    cf 
taxino    financial     institutions    by: 

(a)  rapealing  the  prnnerty  t^x  en 
moneyed    capital    and    shares    of    b^nks; 

(b)  r»p«cilinc  the  corporation  licsnse 
t3'A  deduction  for  ir.terv^st  on 
f')Qeral       and      st^te   oblioaticns;     nnd 

(c)  j:rovidino  th^t  corporation  license 
t  ixes  collected  fro^n  banks  ^od 
s^v'incjs  ano  loan  associations  >.  i  1  1 
De  distributed  to  tne  taxim 
jurisdictions  in  which  they  nre 
located. 

Ih?  Coir-nittee  al^D  discussed  propcsals  cealino  v.ith 
severed  nr.ireral  interest  trusts  and  continued  sale 
of    wine-    in    liouor    storas* 

The  Comrrittea  ir j  i  1  1  ireet  aqain  durinq  the  first  wf-ek 
of  the  leoislativ?  session  to  finalize  details  cf 
its    Dills    and    reportSm 

LHAL    TAX    OV£A^ii^hI_£a^Qllli^ 


MEETING 
JANUARY  5 


Th>'  Coal  lax  Oversight  Committee  will  ireet  rridav? 
January  3f  to  discuss  several  orcorairs  f unde  1  by 
the  coal  severanc'-'  tax. 


AQf^HSISlKAriVc_COQL  COaMl  FTcL- 


MEETING 
NOVEMBER  18 


The  Adiri  ni  strati  V 
and  received  suqoe 
the  Montana  Adm 
CoTimittee  adopted 
Tiodi  f  i  cati  nns  ano 
revisions  to  the  1 
(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


C*) 


A  bill 

acopt  ino 
federal 
A      bill 
for    th- 
a    rule    [ 
A    bill     t 
when*       i 
an    aqenc 
persons 
prev  ic.is 
outs  i  do 
as    prev I 
A    oi I  1     c 
and         pu 
impact    c 
three    ine 
ComiTii  tte 


e  Cods  Coirmittee  met  Ncvemb-.r  18 
stions  for  further  revisions  tn 
inistr stive      Procedure       Act.        The 

sojre  of  the  succ est  ions  '/.ith 
will  recommend  the  fallowing  v.APA 
979    Legislature: 

to       restrict       the      practice      cf 

rules  by  means  of  i  nccr  pcr.^t  inq 
rules    by    reference    f  LC    Ct-r  Jj. 

to  lennthen  notio?  r  equi  ren.-»nts 
adoption*  arrendnert*  or  rer^eal  cf 
LC    C424]. 

o  require  renoticinq  of  ri  rule 
n  response  to  coniments  rec'rived* 
y    so    amends    a    rule    as    to    aff^'cted 

unaffected  under  the  r-jle  ^s 
1y  noticed  or  to  put  the  rule 
the  purpose  and  scope  of  the  rule 
ously  noticed  [LC  JA2A]. 
o  require  ar  aqency  tc  r.reoare 
blisn  ar\  estiirate  cf  economic 
f  a  proposed  rule  upon  request  cf 
mbers    or    the    Adn  i  n  i  strat  i  ve      Code- 


other       action 


the      Corrmittee    decitied    tn    looce 


major    objections    to    the    followinq    rulps: 

(I)       beard        ot         ^ursin^         [  .^AK  <iO- i-^t'-d  ] 

requlatinq       strike      activities    of    nur^ino 
school    faculty    and    nurses. 
(^)       j>up*'r  iri'.  r>nd«2nt      of         Public  Instruction 

(SPI)  r.MAR  A-.-2-11]  makinc  the  ...'v'-cision 
of  a  her^rinc  officer  on  apoeil  fron-  a 
county         superintendent  in         a      sr^cifll 

f.^ducation         controversy         rinal  unless 

appeal  o:1  to       district      court?       xiti>       no 

provision    for    aooroval    authority    in       SwI. 

rh«;       Coir.mi  tt'e       ;il  so    aiJcotod    its    biennial  report    to 

the    leqislaturo    aud    bid    farewell     to    st'jff  attorney 

Jonn      Hollow       afcer    comjrer'iinc    h  i  it    for    an  excellent 

jori.       John    is      trwelinc      to      P.^ac      Pa,c»  'mericgn 

Sanoat       to      do      recodification    work-       The  coMrrittce 

welcomed    Boh    Pyr^r    as    new    staff       attorney  for       thf. 
conirr  i  tteo. 


MEETING 


The         Legislative 
December    4«     197G, 


Audit       CoiTfTitte^'       will 


REPORTS  TO 
BE  ISSUED 


The  comnittee 
f  i  nanc  ial/compl 
contract   audi  t 


will  receive  the  followinq 
irice  audit  reoorts  preaart^d  by 
fir-ns:  ioard  of  Investirents* 
Oenartment  of  Health  and  Ervi  rcnn-erta  1  Sciences* 
rtcntan-j  historical  Society*  Cepartrrent  of 
Institutions*  Office  of  the  State  Auditor*  C!rfice 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction* 
Western  Montana  Colleoe  and  Division  of  Workers* 
Compensation. 


OIL   AND   GAS 


A    survey    of    ti-ne    lapse    between    completion    J  ?tes  i^nd 

on-oroduct  i  on      deites       for      <:;as       veils      drilled  in 

Montana      durino      19/t>      will       be      presented      to  th'^ 
Coinm  it  tee. 


SUNSET 


The  Ccmniittee  will  ir.ake  recomirendat  i  ons  rel3tinc  to 
the  ooard  of  Institutions*  Board  cf  Professional 
Enoineers  dna  Land  Surveyors*  Coard  of  Reil  rst-^te 
and  '-^oard  of  Warr  Air  .Heat  inn*  Ventilation  cTtci  Air 
Cond  i  t  i  on  i  ne. 


REPORTS 
AVAILABLE 


Fro.T  tne  OLA*  Koor  135*  Capital 


(  p  1  '-•  )hone 
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MEETING  HELD  Th.^  Laqislative  Consumer  Comirittee  met  on  Noveirner 
NOVEMBER  10  iO.  I'iJt  to  discuss  present  and  future  financino  of 
the  aoency*  status  of  1  i  t  i  .j-Jt  ion  relating  thereto* 
participation  in  cases  of  re^uletory  concern*  the 
implications  of  the  Milwaukee  Railroad  bankruptcy 
proceedings*   possible   re.r-edial   leoislation   with 


respect   to   substantive    regulatory    law  which 

committee   members  might  choose  to  sponsor,  and  the 

implications  of  the  National  Energy  Act  now  signed 
into  law. 

The  Consumer  Counsel  was  authorized  to  hire  a 
consultant  to  participate  in  a  Mountain  Bell  cost 
of  service  study  for  the  purposes  of  fixing  rates 
on  certain  services.  The  study  had  been  ordered  by 
the  Public  Service  Commission  in  a  recent  case 
involving  a  Mountain  Bell  application  for  general 
authority  to  increase  rates. 

The  Committee  ratified  the  Consumer  Counsel's 
participation  in  oral  argument  in  the  Federal 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  San  Francisco  in  a  case 
involving  all  Montana  railroads  and  concerning  the 
propriety  of  the  intrastate  railroad  rate-fixing 
scheme  for  the  entire  contiguous  United  States. 

Whereas  the  Consumer  Counsel  had  suggested  19 
possible  bills  that  might  be  the  subject  of 
remedial  legislation  under  the  Consumer  Counsel 
Act ,  the  committee  instructed  him  to  prepare  four 
proposed  bills  for  closer  scrutiny.  In  view  of  the 
uncertainty  whether  the  PSC  would  adopt  procedural 
rules  prior  to  the  legislative  session  relating  to 
applications  by  utilities  for  temporary  rate 
increases,  proposed  bills  on  this  subject  were  left 
open  for  possible  future  consideration. 

The  Consumer  Counsel  was  instructed  to  draft  a  bill 
appropriating  sums  to  the  committee  from  the 
Consumer  Counsel's  earmarked  revenue  fund  for  the 
purpose  of  participating  in  ICC,  federal  bankruptcy 
and  federal  court  cases  in  an  effort  to  preserve 
the  competitive  viability  of  the  Milwaukee 
Railroad. 

A  number  of  proposed  appropriation  bills  providing 
different  methods  of  funding  the  Consumer  Counsel 
earmarked  revenue  fund  will  be  prepared. 

The  committee  plans  to  meet  in  the  State  Capitol  on 
Saturday,  December  2,  19  78  to  consider,  among  other 
things,  remedial  legislation,  appropriation 
legislation,  the  implications  of  the  National 
Energy  Act,  the  Milwaukee  Railroad  developments, 
and  the  status  of  recent  rate  cases  including  ones 
involving  Mountain  Bell,  MDU,  PP&L,  Montana  Power 
and  Billings  water. 


